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The transitions students make from high school to 
postsecondary education represent a significant opportunity and challenge to 
policymakers in Alberta, Canada. This document analyzes characteristics of 
the 1998-1999 grade-12 cohort entering Alberta postsecondary institutions in 
fall 1999 using various school system data. Approximately 30% of all grade 12 
students, and 38% of graduates, entered a postsecondary institution in 
Alberta in the fall of 1999 . More than 1 in 10 students leaving school 
without having graduated entered Alberta's postsecondary institutions, and a 
larger percentage of students without diplomas were enrolled at the 4 former 
vocational colleges. Undergraduate degree programs were the most popular 
choice for grade 12 students entering postsecondary institutions. More 
females than males attended postsecondary institutions, and males 
predominated only at technical institutes and one college. The report 
presents information on the ages of students at the various types of colleges 
in Alberta and discusses the jurisdictional and geographical origin of new 
postsecondary students. The characteristics of delayed entry students in fall 
1999 are also discussed. (Contains 7 figures and 17 tables.) ( SLD) 
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